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Nexi to the need for broad-minded,
enthusiastic, earpest statesmen, who
higher place, nor more

jfon in the world, than

in the capacity ol

beat interests of their

a free, unpurchasable,

, that can only be edit-

who loves the soul of

1 person, and who

man’'s greatest riches.

it; and who in his pa-

- per will ever hold before the vision

of his readets those ideas that build
for the temporary good and happi-
mess, as subservient to the permanent
gocd which results in that joy fhat
springs from a consciousnes of hav-
ing rendered to society the very best
gervice.

We do not reqguire alarmists as
statesmen, nor is there any place for
the demagogue. He is constantly so
shaping hig course in politics, and
complaining of the work done by oth-
ers, to detract from them, that he may
Jook more .important,. ever appeailng
to the selfishness of mamn, ringing the
changes in the interest of economy
for .the sake opf geiting votes, and giy-
ing himself an office, which was his
aim in the beginning. - As a teacher
the teaches nothing that can be of any
good (0 anyone. All the good that he
aims to secure is for himseli. He
rails . against state. county, and mu-
mnicipal extravagance, ihough he bears
but little if apy of the burden he com-
lains of, aud ,lo whatever extenti he
eads, his people against their
own hest interests.

Some will argue against the seven:
swill tax, which i8 the maximum that
can be levied for school purposes in
this state, just ds-their predecessors
ralied zgainst ‘the ofhe mill, two mill,
three mill, and every other raise of
the millage that has ever been advo-
<cated, noi because they believe that
our schoels .are too good, or too ex
gensive, .and not because too great a
groportion of our children are being
educated, nor too well, but because he
be'ieves that talking economy will
gel.him a vote. When we look about
us, we potice that aithough we have
advanced considerably in, the line of
education, in the last Tew years, it is
only a great gahi over a very poor
past. We cannot expect to enjoy the
splend®id facilities for edueation. nor
the education that comes with the fa-

cilities that other states enjoy. umless

we pay for it. Nebraska, one of the
voungest states in the Union, levies
a maximum of 27 mills for educational
purposes, but the demagogic ery of
“low millage” was so groanded im our
people, four years ago, that I was the
only candidate oan the stump who
would risk speaking in favor of the
constitutional amendment that was
afterward adopted, increasing the
meximum from five mills to seven
mills for Florida. ;

When one advocatesg good roads, or
better roads, the same _demagogue
turns up to Jdemounce the wpolicy of
building them. Did it ever occur to
suc¢h pérsons that the present gener-
ation of peaple dre  good enough to
enjoy some good things, or shall all
of the good things be left for the en-
joyment of othersg yet tO0 come ?

Every: Man’s Responsibility.

Some will insist that corruption will
exist among public officials, and the
money will net be economically ex
pended. The proper doctrine is fur-
nishi the money, make the improve-
ments, and if corrupt people are found
in office, punish them -and reform
them, but.go on building for the con-
venience, comfort, and happiness of
the people of today, and educate them
to work together for the common
good, that joy may be possessed by
them, instead of happiness which is
the result of chance. Someone has
said, “Liberty meamns ‘rTesponsibility,
that is why some ‘men dread it.” Every
person who believes that he. would
make a suitable repressntative of the
people anywhere should advocate m
all of his speeches every man’s exer-
cising his senses in solving the prob-
lems that sheuld be sclved for the
publie good, as well as for his own
good, and wmaking it clear that the
citizen can no more escape the burden
that a failure to exercise: goed judg-
ment, or assuming respeonsibility and
acting for himself, will bring upon
him, than can an ostrich escape  his
enemies by sticking his head under a
leaf’ and closing his eyes.

The need of giant statesmen was
never .really greater than now, nor
was there really ever a time that they
were as impartant as they would be to
the country now; nor. was there ever
a time when the people needed patri-
otic, high-minded, Hberty-loving news
paper men more than they do today—
never Was there a time when it was
80 diﬂcult to poness and_retain these
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gualities and earn a living in the busi-
ness, for the reason that they are boy-
cotted and driven out either on a¢
count of a lack of patronage, or be
cause those that are corrupt are paid
by certain gquestionable institutions
large sums by which their circulation
is increased, and their advertising
space paid for to support them with
a view to driving out the people who
will not suppress the truth, and thar
will advocaie every good thing for the
bodies and souls of even the poor, as
-well as the rich. Don’t be ashamed to
do this, for the souls despised by some
people were considered so valuable by
their Creator that he permitted the
sacrifice of his son upon the cross to
save them.

To hold high office by virtue of the
votes of a sovereign people is a great
honor, to faithfully serve: an ‘honest
constituency is a greater honor, and
should call forth, upon the parf of the
public official, every effort within his
power to make that will build toward
the general welfare.

Despoiled of Riches.

The property holdings of each of
many of the states of the Union were
very great. The domnations to .the
state by
many instances were very great. These
great riches have been frittered away
until there is little left that is owned
in common by the sovereign people
of the state. In many of the states,
very great opportunities were given
officials to do something with these
riches, that would result in great gooa
to tne people, but it seemed that in al
most every instance all of the powers.
or influences, existing at the time, con-
spired to despoil the state of - her
riches, instead of kelping, by improv-
ing the properties, to make taxation
unnecessary to operate the public
schools, the hospital for the insane
and weak-minded, or reformetories
and other necessary institutions In a
state.

As long as the governor of a state
and his cabinet follow some beaten
track; the governor signing commis,
sions for officials from the highest to
the lowest, seeing solely to the en-
forcement of the laws, Dy which the
government iz maintained, at what-
ever expense is Ty, and draw-
ing his salary, and each of his cabinet
purswes a2 policy of the same kind:
offends no one, lets everyone who 1is
strong enough to be feared, take what-

.

the general government in}
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ever he will; the -administration will
e considered a popular one by those
whose greed bhas been satisfied by
their being permitted to take ev
thing that is not nailed to the deck,
so fto speak: but if the administraion
chances to be one that undertakes to
do something, and to protect the weak-
est, as well ag the strongest citizen,
and to go out of the beaten track, by
recognizing the fact that the souls ot
men, the joy of the individual, wheth-
er rich or poor is' to be considered,
4nd make that the test instead of the
number of dollars, or influential
friends, it is’ knocked ‘and boxed by
every means that can be found by
those who seek more than theip
share, and I hope that all will pardon
me for alluding to conditions in this
state, as they have existed at some
periods of our state’s history, and as
they have existed in the last few
years.
Federal Grants to Florida.

There was patented to the state, by
the federal governmemt, g little more
than fifty years ago, about one million
acres of land for the benefit of educa
tion in this state; also five per cent
of the saleg of all U. 8. lands; also
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‘| amounting to more than twenty

two townships of lands by the federal
government a a contribution towara
the creation of a male and female
seminary in this state; also, in addi-
tion to all of this, 560,000 acres of
lamd to aid the state in making inter-
nal- improvements. In addition to this
the - federal government donated to
several lines of railroads every odu
numbered alternate sectiomn of land
within six miles on each side of the
rToad. In addition to that, there was
granted to the state, by the federal
government, all of the. swamp and
overflowed lands within her borders,
mil-
lion acres, to aid the state in draining

' and reclaiming it by means of levees

and drains.

The legislature of the state accept
ed the dJdonation, with the conditions
attached, upon which they must ae-
cept it, and created trustees io take
charge of it, and c¢arry out the trust
authorized. Spbsequent Ilegislatures
granted alternate sections of state
land within six miles of any railroad.
as the state’'s contribution toward
public improvement.

Here we have donated by the feder-
al government and the state govern-
ment the odd numbered and even
numPered sections of land within six
miles of each side of any Tailroad, and
even then the state would have had

/- | left one-half million acres of land, do-

mated to aid the state in clearing out
streams and Dbuildimg highways—
good roads for instapnce—as a dona-
tion of the federal government. After
these donations are considered, we
would have had left fiftéeen or sixteen
million acres of land, or one-half the
surface area of the state would have
still remained a common possession
of all the people; but in 1879, a policy
was entered uwpon and continued in for
more than twenty years, of graoting
to every mailroad scheme that was
advanced bdefore the legislature of
the state, from five thousand acres
per mile to as high as twenty thow
sand acres per mile, in addition tc
what had heretofore been given, under
the first system.
The Everglades.
In 1901, the public domain, so far
as it had been patented by the U. S.
government was almost entirely used
up. Ino 1903, a patent was issued to
the state comprising 2,760,000 acres in
one body, known as the Everglades.
With the other remnants of land add-
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ed to it, the state had, in the begin-
ning of 1905, 2,960,000 acres, with out
standing claims for more thaa seven
million acres, created by legislative
epactment, to be satisfied or disposed
of in some way. As to who was
| right, or who was wrong, we will not
' discuss. As to which policy is right,
and which policy was wrong. we wil
not conskder here, but as soon as an
administration was ushered m that re
fused to make further domations, or
refused to deed lands in compliance
with the wishes of the claimants,
wholesole abuse of executive amd ad-
ministrative officers was commenced.

In justice to the legislatures that
have come and gone, be it said, in
almost every grant made by them,
they so worded the act that it would
only apply, after all of the expenses ol
drainage and reclamation had’ ' been
paid, therefore only the residue of the
lands were made subject to The grant
yet so strong were the combinations,
and so completely were the people
persuaded into the idea .of donaung,
that almost a full compliance with the
application of the eclaiman was
made, for more tham twenty vyears
preceding the year 1991.

The people thought, as a matier ot
course, that the land was for no other
purpese than to #de given awav, and
80 strong and so prevalent was:this
beltef, and so carefully had it been
inculcated into the minds of the
ple, that if any executive or admﬁ;{
trative officer assumed .to advocate
the reverse;, or to deay the right ot
the claimamnts, he was traduced,
frowned at, and foroed out of pelitics
as a demagogue.

What is Left of Property.

Slightly more than two.. million
acres of land, two dredges al work
and two new steel dredges about to
go to weork, is what ig left of a public
domain, in the mpossession of whics
we found ourselves, fifty years ago,
equal in area to the states of Massa
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island,
‘Maryland and Delaware, as a' public
pesseession.

Aithough twenty million acres ot
lxndwemgiven the state to aid her
in draining and reclaiming it, not ex-
ceeding twenty thousand acres. was
ever reclaimed by drainage. Govornor
Bloxham made a contract with Hamil:
ton Disston to drain several million
acres of land, which 'work continuea
through Governor Bloxham'’s first ad-
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ministration, and through the Fleming
and Percy administrations, but the
work was terminated in 1893, before
the drains in sufficient number had
been opened into the sea and gulf to
be of any service, so far as draimage
to the territory was concerned: =&
though they will be of service in fuw
ture, when properly ¢gnnected with
canals leading into the ocean and gulf.
No one objected to drainage oper-
ations, during the several administra:
tions mentioned, for the reason that
as fast as any of the land was thougnt
to be drained, it was deeded to first
one railroad, them another; whica
seemed to be the fixed policy of the .
state. The - newspapers, owned hy
special interests, praised these admin-
istrations, which pursued this poliey,
whether right or ~ wrong, because
their owners were permitted to tak:
the lands, as quickly as they were
improved, or mnot improved. I will
say that, although but a small rem-
nant is left, it is larger than .the
states of Delaware and Rhode Island
and large enough to be a source of
great wealth to the state.

Consumption of Sugar.

The amount of sugar wused in the
United Stgtes is about three million
toms, or abouyt sixty-three poumds per
capita. The sugar imporied into the
United States ‘amounts to about -two
and one-quarter million tons per aw’
num. In 2 recent interview, one of
the Havermeyers stated that his com'
pay alone-had paid as custom housa
duty on, sugar to the United States
government meore than  $300,000,000
in the last gix years; and that the im-
poried sugar into the United States
them to foreign people, than did the -
foreign people pay to the Unitead
States for corn, wheat, -wheail-flour,
beef and naval stores combined.

I notice that Colonel Kraemer wrote;
in 1882, that after careful investigation
he found that the sugar imported inte”
the United States from .foreign coun-
tries, in thirty-two vears, from 1850
to 1882, amounted to $1.800,000,000,
and that the output of gold and silver
from all of the mines in the United
States, during the same thirty-fwo
yvears, was but $1,700,000,000, That in
thirty-two years as a nation, we paid

to foreign countries for sugar $100.
000,00 more than was the whole ouiput
of all of our rich bonanzas of ihe
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Cigar Sets

Manicure Sets of Every De-
scription

Military Hair Brushes

Collar and Cuff Boxes

Powder and Puff Boxes

Mirrors, all kinds and styles

Candelbras

Hair Receivers

mestic
Shaving Sets

Comb and Mug Sets
Writing Portfolios

Perfumes, Imported and Do-

Shaving Mug and Brushes

Handkerchief
Boxes

Cigar Stands

Pipes, all kinds

100

and Glove

Hat and Clothes Brushes
Baby Comb and Brush Sets

Cigars in Boxes from 12 to

A HOLIDAY GIFT

Brooms

Brush Sets

Sets
Jewel Boxes

Utility Cases

Sterling Silver Whisk
Sterling Silver Nail Files |

Sterling Silver Button Hooks

Sterling Silver Comb and

Sterling Silver Manicure

large and varied assortment.
thousand different articles for the holiday trade, and the
There are hundreds more, and to fully
appreciate the vastness of our display, it is necessary
that you give a liberal allowance of time, while on your

shopping tours, to their inspection.

prices are right.

For any of your friends can easily be selected from, our
We can show you over a

Sterling
Jars

Candy

in 14,1,2, 3, 4 and 5-Ib. boxes and fancy baskets.

the world over.

Known

Combination Sets, including
Sachet, Face Powder and

Extract
Cut Glass Perfume Bottles
Mausic Rolls '
Hunter’s Flasks
Tourist Cases

Silver Cold Crém




